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considering what a tremendous risk was being run in
sending up the force at all, at so late a date as the end of
October, there was a marvellous casualness shown about the
whole affair. Those in authority seemed to be only anxious
to be rid of the people and the problem together, and to act
on the assumption that if once they could be got over the
boundary all would go well, or that at least the British
Government would not be concerned if it did not. Good
rifles were provided, with ammunition, some mountain-guns,
and plenty of mules for transport. There was also a big
dump of provisions, and medical stores in abundance; but
when the Assyrians wanted to leave these behind, those who
were there to protect these wild people from their own folly
and ignorance allowed them to do so; and the force moved
oft with not so much as a bandage, with provisions for a
short seven days, and no means of securing a regular supply
after that. In fact, these people who were in theory to
go up to a land, occupy and colonise it, and maintain them-
selves there for a winter, were allowed to-go off with the
equipment of a raid and nothing else!
The British officers who were to accompany the force
" in a purely advisory capacity " (three British Lieutenants,
to wit) made some representations, urging in particular
the provision of proper pack-saddles for the mountain-guns
sent with the force. They were told the guns could go on
their own carriages, as it would be a stiff pull over Akra
Dagh, but plain sailing after that! A man who can stand
at Akra, and think that the rugged ridge behind that town
is the only obstacle between him and Gawar Plain, has the
strangest ideas of the land he is sending his subordinates
into!
No doubt Petros was to blame. An Assyrian who wants
to get to a place will tell you that the road is easy, with the
gayest defiance of facts; and men who will go off with a small
raiding party, with no equipment save rifles and the clothes
they wear, have not the least notion that " an army cannot
Charge in and out again like a troop of hussars." Those
directed this " Repatriation " were supposed to know
of that most difficult of problems, land transport